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bailiff, to manage my estates in Time for me. And here
let me caution persons grown old in active business, not
lightly, nor without weighing their own resources, to
forego their customary employment all at once, for
there may be danger in it. I feel it by myself, but I
know that my resources are sufficient; and now that
those first giddy raptures have subsided, I have a quiet
home-feeling of the blessedness of my condition. I am
in no hurry. Having all holidays, I am as though I had
none. If time hung heavy upon me, I could walk it
away ; but I do not walk all day long, as I used to do in
those old transient holidays, thirty miles a day, to make
the most of them. If Time were troublesome, I could
read it away, but I do not read in that violent measure,
with which, having no Time my own but candlelight
Time, I used to weary out my head and eyesight in by-
gone winters. I walk, read or scribble (as now) just
when the fit seizes me. I no longer hunt after pleasure ;
I let it come to me. I am like the man
-that's born and has his years come to him,
In some green desert.
** Years," you will say! " what is this superannuated
simpleton calculating upon ? He has already told us, he
is past fifty."
I have indeed lived nominally fifty years, but deduct
out of them the hours which I have lived to other people,
and not to myself, and you will find me still a young
fellow. For that is the only true Time, which a man
can properly call his own, that which he has all to
himself; the rest, though in some sense he may be said
to live it, is other people's time, not his. The 'remnant
of my poor days, long or short, is at least multiplied for
me three-fold. My ten next years, if I stretch so far,

